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PREFACE
 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
ONE GOD AMEN.
 

The first Egyptian Orthodox Church in the United States of America was named after Saint Mark. It was logical to the early Egyptians who came to the States to choose his name. for their first church in their new country. St. Mark was the apostle and the preacher and the first bishop to their church. He is the one who led their forefathers to accept the faith and to confess that Jesus Christ is the Savior, and the Son of God. They had always been appreciative to this great apostle.
The prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled and the Lord became known to Egypt.:
"In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the Lord. [Isaiah 19 - 19]
"Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people".[Isaiah 19 - 25]
Here in our church at Santa Monica, we felt obliged to let our children know about this great apostle and what he did for Egypt. Since they can't read our books written in Arabic about St. Mark and the See of Alexandria, it was necessary to translate to them in English so they can benefit from it.
The Church Board of Directors unanimously chose the book written by His Holiness Pope Shenouda III about St. Mark to be translated to the Egyptian Americans and for every one who is seeking the knowledge and education.
We feel proud to introduce a concise translation of the book written by H.H. Pope Shenouda III which was published in Cairo in 1968 and was reprinted several times. This is a book that the new Egyptian Americans will be keen to read about the church, whose fathers brought with them to USA when they came to the land of immigration and never traded it with another.
In our humble effort we want to thank the directors of the Church Board for the support to print this book and to all who contributed in that effort. Special thanks are in order to Mr. Hany and Mr. Nabil for their help in expediting the publication of this book.
We ask for God's blessing. We are thankful for the opportunity given to us to print this book in English. The scholar who wrote "The Beholder of God, Mark the Evangelist, Saint and Martyr", is no stranger to St. Mark, he is Pope Shenouda III, the 117 Patriarch in succession to our Saint. Let their prayers and blessings be with us, Amin.
Father Paul Megally
September 1995
Santa Monica, California. St. Peter & St. Paul Coptic Orthodox Church
 



INTRODUCTION
 

We are indebted to this great preacher, who came to our country to teach in the name of Christ. The Word of God reached us after his blood was shed on our land.
We appreciate this Saint, the first to write the Gospel registering the life of Lord Christ and His Works, so humanity can be saved.
We are grateful to the Saint whose name was given to the first church in our country, where his body was buried and after him our Patriarchs were chosen. Their first duty was to get blessed by his tomb and holding his skull and dressing it with a new garment.
The great Saint preached in the name of Christ in Egypt, Libya, Cyprus, some countries in Asia, Rome and other European countries. He is honored by Venice and other countries are seeking his blessings.
That is the apostle, the preacher, the evangelist, the martyr, the beholder of God, whose home was the first church in the world [Acts 12 - 12]. In this home, God instituted the sacrament of the Eucharist and His disciples were with the Holy Spirit. 
He did many miracles and was symbolized by a lion. This lion is also the symbol of his Gospel and character.
Alas. we neglected the Saint in the past ! Now we will try, from our hearts to honor him, as a father for all of us.
We celebrated the return of his relics with enormous joy. A new cathedral was built and was given his name, so were other churches built every where carrying his name, in Egypt and in the lands of immigration, where our sons and daughters proudly feel, that they belong to this great preacher. 
His name was given to our first bishop in France.
His works, evoke the deep and cordial feelings in our hearts, whenever we celebrate his feast.
To follow his way, is the least to express our feelings towards this great preacher. It is nice to complete his work in preaching and teaching, and to remember his struggle for the faith. He took numerous trips, through the three continents, the ones known at his time. He walked along the long roads till his sandals were torn.
Let his spirit be with us and by the Grace of God, we can proudly follow his path . 
This book is just a kind of expression of our gratitude towards the great teacher and to acquaint his sons and daughters all over the world, with his pure life, that suffered and struggled so the faith can reach us.
This book was written in 1968 on the occasion of the return of the relics of St. Mark to Egypt and the establishment of the Saint Mark Great Cathedral at Anba Ruweis in Cairo. The book was reprinted to satisfy the demands from the public for their benefit .
Thanks to those who contributed in issuing this edition, particularly the staff at the Printing Shop at the Great Cathedral in Anba Ruweis.
Shenouda III
 



 

 

THE UPRAISING OF SAINT MARK
 

A Jew with a Gentile Character:
St. Mark was a Jew from the Levite Tribe (1), he preached both Jews and Gentiles, but mainly among the gentiles. He had two names, "John", is the Jewish name and "Mark", is the gentile one. Mark became his distinctive name. He was born a Jew in Africa, thus he is an African born Apostle. His birthplace was in Gyréne, one of the Five Western Cities in Libya, in a small village called Aberyatolos.(2)
 

Two Names:
His Jewish name, "John", meant "The Kindness of God" (3) and it was mentioned twice in the Book of Acts. [Acts 13:5, 13]. His Roman name was "Mark" which meant a "hammer"(4), an unfamiliar name to the Jews. (5) Josephus, in his book, mentioned that he was the cousin of Philo. (6) Our Apostle was mentioned as Mark in all the epistles of St. Paul [ Corn 4:10 ; Phi 24 ; II Tim 4:11] ; St. Peter in [Peter 5:13] and in the Book of Acts [Acts 15:39]
On three occasions, his two names were mentioned together. It was either said, John who was named Mark, or John who was known as Mark.
 

A Religious Family :

Mark was raised in a religious family, many of its members were the acquaintance to Lord Christ Himself. His mother was one of the "Marys" who followed Christ. The believers gathered and prayed at her house, at the time of the Apostles. [Acts 12:12] She was a reverend woman and highly regarded by the early Christians. (7) 
His father was Artistopolos, a cousin of the wife of St. Peter the Apostle.
St. Paul mentioned that he was also related to Barnabas, one of the seventy apostles (8) St. Paul told the Colossians, " Aristarchus my fellow prisoner salutes you, and Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas." [Col 4:10]. However, some of the Greek, Latin and Coptic translations didn't mention the phrase " nephew of Barnabas" (9) That may be due to the fact that some of the Greek words had more than one meaning. Bishop Yousab of Fouwa, in his book, "The History of The Patriarchs", wrote that St. Mark was related to St. Thomas the Apostle.
A religious family with such ties to the Lord Christ was a good environment for young Mark to grow up.
Anba Severus Ben Al Mokafaa, the Bishop of Al Ashmouneen, wrote in his book, " The History of The Patriarchs of Alexandria", that St. Mark the Apostle was born in Gyréne to religious parents who knew the Law and the Prophets.
His uncle Barnabas, or his cousin, was one of the first who sold property and lived a shared life with the Apostles, as mentioned in the Book, "And Joseph who by the Apostles was surnamed Barnabas, a Levite,(10) from Cyprus", "Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the Apostles' feet " [Acts 4:36.37]. The Book of Acts testified , "For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith." The Holy Spirit chose him to preach with Paul, telling him, " Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them" [Acts 13:2]
With Barnabas, who was filled by the Holy Spirit and faith and with Paul , John and Mark, served as the Book described, "And they had also John to their minister". [Acts 13:5]
His Birth and Upraising:
He was born in Gyréne, in the Western Five Cities, where his father and uncle were rich. His mother was also rich and was capable of teaching him Greek, Latin and Hebrew. (11) He excelled in them, (12) and became well educated in religion. He studied The Law and the history of the prophets. Because of that wealth of knowledge, some thought he was a translator to Peter the Apostle during his missionary.
It was mentioned that some barbaric tribes attacked the family's properties in Gyréne, at the time of Augustus Caesar, that forced them to emigrate to Palestine. By the time Lord Christ began His teaching, the family was already settled there.(13)
That was how Mark met The Lord and became one of his disciples. His mother Mary also hosted Him in her house and was among the women who served Him. It was mentioned that Mark was at the Wedding of Cana of Galilee, where God did His first miracle, changing the water into wine. [John 2} He was among those who tasted it. (14)
 

ST. MARK'S HOME
WAS
THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
No home had more fame than St. Mark's home. It was there where Lord Jesus Christ observed the passover with his pure disciples. There He washed their feet and gave them His Covenant, His Holy Body and Blood. That was where the disciples hid before the resurrection. In it, the Holy Spirit filled the disciples and they spoke in tongues. This great home was the first Christian Church and its most upper room was the famous Zion chamber.
All these facts were mentioned in our Coptic references as well as in books of the Catholics, Protestants and other churches.
In his book " Les Saints d'Egypte", Father Paul Dorliane Chineau testified that Mark was known as 'son of Mary', the neighbor and the hostess of Christ, and that Mary's home was where Christ celebrated the last Passover, (15) It was built on Mount Zion, on the big rock.
Another distinctive testemony was what Cardinal Bareaunios, a Catholic scholar in the sixteenth century, referred to St. Mark's home, "It was a destination for the Lord Christ and His followers, where He celebrated the Passover with them and where they hid after His death. In its upper room, the Holy Spirit filled them, thus it became the first Christian church. (16) 
The same was mentioned by Theodosius, a Sixth Century writer, in his book "The Holy Land", and was published by Gildemeister in De Situ Terrae Sanctae ( 43 p. 20)
The British Encyclopedia (17) mentioned that St. Mark's home was the center of the Christian life in Jerusalem.
As The Lord Christ celebrated the Passover in St. Mark's home, all scholars concluded that he was the man who carried the water pitcher, Our God talked about to His disciples and said, " Go you into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him. And wheresoever he shall go in, say you to the goodman of the house, The Master said, where is the guest chamber, where I shall eat the Passover with my disciples? " [Mark 14: 13-15] & [Luke 22: 10-12]
Alexander pointed to this in his book " Landatio Barnaboe " 13 p. 440. 
The upper chamber in St. Mark's home, where the disciples of God assembled, was mentioned, "These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brethren." [Acts 1: 14]
In the same room where they were sitting, the Holy Spirit filled them, and it " Filled the house" ; "They began to speak with other tongues". [Acts 2:1-4] Accordingly, this house witnessed the establishment of the First Church. 
Thus it wasn't surprising to honor this house as the first church. When the angel freed St. Peter from the prison, he went directly to this house, "He came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark ; where many were gathered together praying". [Acts 12:12] (18) 
What a person he would be in such amazing spiritual environment ? A person who served the Lord. ! A person who was raised in the arms of his righteous mother, among relatives of The Christ's Apostles, in a house which God entered, where He gave His Body and His Blood and filled them with the Holy Spirit. 
Nobody within such an environment, would be, other than the Beholder of God, St. Mark the Evangelist, who joined His disciples, and became one of the selected Seventy Apostles. 
 

ONE OF THE SEVENTY APOSTLES
A: HISTORIAN'S OPINIONS
Through out the years, the Coptic historians professed that St. Mark was one of the seventy apostles, as mentioned by Luke the Evangelist. [Luke 10:1-12] Our contemporary writers, (19) as well as those in the middle ages. shared this fact. Severus Ben Al- Mokafaa, Bishop of Al-Ashmouneen, in the tenth century mentioned it in his book. (20) Ben Kabar included his name in both, the origional Coptic and the Greek lists of the apostles (21) 
This was also reported by Al Maqrizi, a Muslim historian from the Middle Ages,saying that he was among the seventy. Describing Mark as the Evangelist whose name was John, who spoke three "tongues", Foreign, Hebrew and Greek. (22) 
Ibn Al Salibi, Bishop of Amad, in 1149, included him among the seventy two .(23) 
St. Epiphanius, Bishop of Cyprus mentioned this fact in his book. Before him, Origen, a scholar, of the second and third centuries, reported this in his book, the "Faith in God", saying that Mark was among the seventy, who were chosen by God to be His messengers. (24)
Among the non Orthodox, we find Al Mushreki in an introduction, explaining the Gospel of St. Mark, included him among the seventy apostles, and was named Theophoros, meaning the bearer of God.
Chineau, who is a Catholic, in his book , " Les Saints d' Egypte ", called Mark an apostle. [ Apôtre]
 

B- In our Church's Ritual Books:
Mark the apostle, (25) is the title given to this Saint, in all the prayers and praises. He has another title in the Doxlogies, as in the song of Watus,(26) referring to him as 'Christ's disciple'. That is the same title which is repeated in all the songs for the Saint, in the book for the Annual Praises. (27) 
When we read his Gospel we say , "From the Book of St. Mark the preacher and the pure disciple"
He is always mentioned as a disciple and an apostle of God.
On his feast day 30, Baramoda, the readings are about the selection of the apostles, their work and their authority. (28) 
Among the very distictive testemonies that support this belief, are the readings of his Gospel during the "Cross and Palm Processions".
In front of each icon, relevant readings are read. In front of the icon for the angels, the related readings are said, and so on for the icons of the martyrs. When the icon of St. Mark is reached, the verses from the Gospel according to St. Luke are read, beginning with, "After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also and sent them two and two before His face...".
Our Catholic brethren confess his apostleship as an apostle, as shown in the Theotokion (29) where it is said: 
a- "O Mark the apostle the evangelist... all earth's tribes are blessed by you. Your words reached every where." Probably the last phrase was taken from Psalms 18:4. that gives the idea that his service was more universal than regional.
b- "Three heavenly names you were awarded O Mark, the theologian, the evangelist and the apostle. You had been awarded three crowns O belover of God : the crown, you had as an apostle, the crown of martyrdom and the crown of evangelism."
c- " Your fellow apostles are proud of you and we are proud of them and you." The words of his fellows made him on the same line of the apostles and that the fellowship bound them, as equal.
All scholars agree that Mark was the young man who followed Christ at the time He was arrested, "And there followed a certain young man, having a linen cloth cast about his naked body; and the young men laid hold on him: And he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked." [Mark 14: 51-52]
The church, to protect her sons and daughters from any false assumption, insisted on calling Saint Mark with the title known to all of us, that is " The Beholder of God "
 

THE BEGINNING OF THE PREACHING OF SAINT MARK 
 

HIS FIRST MIRACLE:
Aristopolis, St. Mark's father, was the first to receive the faith through his son. On their way to Jordan they were faced by two beasts, a lion and lioness. The father realized that they would be eaten soon by the beasts. He urged his son to escape, and leave himself to the lions. Mark assured him that Christ would protect them, prayed saying, "O' Christ the Son of God, save us." Immediately the lions perished and they were saved. Arstopolis accepted Christ immediately (30) through his son and confessed his faith The father died later as a believer.(31) 
 

ST. MARK AND THE LION
The lion's event led the artists to insert a lion in all of his pictures. It is possible also that because of the beginning of his Gospel, he described a roar of a lion, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness." Or because that his Gospel represented Lord Christ in His Majesty and His Kingdom, as He was " The lion of the tribe of Judea."
Always it is referred to the four Evangelists, as the four beasts, mentioned in the Book of the Revelation, 4 : 7]. The lion symbolized St. Mark the first among them. 
We noticed that the people of Venice, took St. Mark as their Patron and intercessor, and adopted the lion as a symbol. They have a big statue for a winged lion in St. Mark Square in their city. The artists competed trying to show a tame lion with St. Mark as he extracted its cruelty and kept for it its courage. 
 

Preaching With The Apostles:
St. Mark began his preaching at a very early age. At the beginning he accompanied other apostles. In the Book of Acts, it is mentioned that he worked with St. Paul and St. Barnabas the Apostles, but before that he worked with St. Peter in Jerusalem and Judea. Severus Ibn Al Mokafaa stated that after Christ's resurrection, Mark accompanied Peter, preaching the multitudes in Jerusalem and went from there to Bethany to preach the Word of God. (32)
Reference:
1- Les Saints d'Egypte p. 465 .
2- Severus Ibn Al Mokafaa: The History of The Patriarchs,: may be born in Adrenapolis, now called Darnis.
3- Schaff: History of the Christian Church, vol. , I , 628.
4- Ibid.
5- Hastings' : Dictionary of the Bible p. 245.
6- Ant. 18 :8 :1 and 19 :5 : 1.
7- George Post: Dict. part Ii p. 226.
8- Ibn Kabar: the Lamp of the Darkness: the 4 th book. Mosbah Al Zolma
9- Ibn Kabar mentioned that Mark was Barnaba's cousin. 
Read for Guirgis Philuthawus 
Read for Kamel Nakhla :"St. Mark" p. 40 & p. 41.
10- This may prove that Mark was a Levite.
11- Synaxarion: 30, Baramoda.
12- After Anba Severus,Bishop of Nastowa. [ nineth century.
13- Severus Ibn A Mokafaa: The History of the Patriarchs.
14- Ibn Kabar: The Lamp of the Darkness: the fourth book.
15- Les Saintes d'Egypte p. 496.
16- Francis Al Etre The Magazine of The Rock 1951 p. 118- 
The Church History for Vlademire Gitta part I P. 258 & 259
Concise The History of The Coptic Nation, Selim Soliman Francis El Etre p. 274.
17- Encyclopedia- Britanica 11 th edition. : Mark.
18- Look for the last chapter of this book.
19- Look Anba Isitheiros, Habeeb Guergis, Menasa Youhanna, Francis El Etre, Kamel Saleh Nakhla & Iris Al Masri.
20- The History of the Patriarchs. part I.
21- The Lamb of the Darkness: the fourth book.
22- Al Maqrizi : al Kawl Al Abrizi edition: 1898 p. 18.
23- Explanation of St Mark Gospel [ introduction]
24- De Recta in Deum Fide.
25- Look the chapter of the church rites and prayers, this book.
26- p. 113 - p. 119 .
27- P. 122 - P. 123.
28- as # 25.
29- Rome edition for the Catholic Copts.
Kiak month P. 175 - 177
The Magazine of The Rock, 1951, p. 105-P. 107
30- Ibn Kabar: The Lamb of The Darkness: The fourth book.
31- Kamel Saleh Nakhla : St. Mark the Preacher P. 48.
32- The History of the Patriarchs: Part I 
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